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What Is the Islamic Resistance in Iraq? 
Origins  
The Islamic Resistance in Iraq (IRI) emerged in October 2023 as an umbrella group for various Iranian-

backed militias operating in Iraq and Syria. It first claimed responsibility for attacks targeting US forces 

in the region following the outbreak of the Israel-Hamas conflict in October 2023. While individual militias 

existed before, the IRI signifies a shift towards coordinated action under a unified banner. 

Ideology 
The IRI's ideology aligns with the broader goals of Iranian foreign policy, including opposition to US 

presence in the region and support for Palestinian groups like Hamas. The group presents its actions 

as resistance against what it perceives as US imperialism and interference in the affairs of Middle 

Eastern nations. 

Structure 
The IRI is not a single, cohesive entity but rather a loose coalition of several well-established militias, 

including Kataib Hezbollah, Harakat Hezbollah al-Nujaba, and Kataib Sayyid al-Shuhada. While details 

remain opaque, evidence suggests the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) plays a coordinating 

role in unifying these groups under the IRI brand.1  Prior to the recent attacks on the US forces, the Iraqi 

armed groups were more eager to announce their individual identity and involvement in the incidents. 

However, the unity behind the recent attacks under the IRI brand suggests that there is now more 

coordination across the groups. 

Activities 
Since its emergence, the IRI has claimed responsibility for numerous attacks targeting US forces in Iraq 

and Syria, primarily utilizing drone strikes and missile launches. As of January 29, 2024, GTTAC data 

reports over 100 such attacks attributed to the IRI, resulting in at least 70 US casualties before the 

January 28th attack on Tower 22 Patrol and Operations Base in Jordan. This attack, which killed 3 US 

service members and injured 35 more, has significantly raised tensions in the region. In total, US forces 

have come under attack more than 190 times by Iran-backed groups in Iraq and Syria, causing at least 

70 casualties prior to the January 28, 2024, attack.  GTTAC has documented the Islamic Resistance 

incidents in Iraq and Syria see Figure 1. 
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International Relations 
The IRI's actions have drawn condemnation from the US and its allies, who view the group as a 

terrorist organization linked to the Iranian government. Iran, on the other hand, maintains its support 

for the IRI's stated goals of resisting US presence in the region, further straining relations between Iran 

and the West. 
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1 Hamdi Malik, Michael Knights, “Profile: The Islamic Resistance in Iraq,” The Washington Institute for Near East policy. 
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